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Abstract

Generative Al, such as ChatGPT, is gaining increasing attention for its applications
in language learning. While ChatGPT's text and speech functionalities have been
widely used in English teaching, its image generation capabilities remain underutilized.
This study integrates DALL-E, an image-generation Al available through ChatGPT,
with the mind mapping method to design creative "association maps" aimed at
enhancing English vocabulary retention. The "association maps" link target vocabulary
words with familiar word strings and use Al-generated illustrations to transform these
words into contextualization images. This approach helps students memorize
vocabulary through visualization and whole-mind thinking. The "association maps" not
only enhance vocabulary retention but also allow students to experience the joy of
creation and the stimulation of brainstorming through the process of making and
sharing the maps. This transforms the tedious learning process into something lively
and engaging, boosts motivation for vocabulary learning, and improves lexical
proficiency.
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